
scarcity and high feed cost in the East, 
that due attention be given this prob
lem by said Food Administration in or
der to insure that a sufficient supply 
shall come through to take care of im
mediate needs. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2. 
Purpose 

Urging the compulsory sale of cold 
storage poultry products. 

WHEREAS Cold Storage Plants in 
the United States are well-stocked with 
all kinds of poultry meat which if not 
consumed by next spring will have a 
decided tendency to greatly depress 
prices of next year's poultry crop and 
thus greatly decrease the amount of 
production, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
that the United States Food Administra
tion take the necessary steps that will 
bring about the unloading of said cold 
storage supplies according to the normal 
laws regulating their disposal, and that 
the consumption of this great reserve 
supply of cold storage poultry be urged 
especially on the so-called meatless 
days. The accomplishment of this will 
lend marked encouragement to poultry 
meat production the coming year. 

Signed, 
A. B. Darin, Cornell University. 
J. C. Graham, Massachusetts Agri

cultural College. 
W. F. Kirkpatrick, Connecticut 

Agricultural College. 
H. R. Lewis, University of the 

State of New Jersey. 

RAISE MORE FOOD. 

"Raise more Food" is the leading war 
slogan of the hour. Poultry and eggs 
in enormous quantities are needed over
seas for civilian as well as soldier. In 
treating "gassed" soldiers, poultry and 
eggs become indispensable because raw 
eggs, poultry and fish are almost the 
only forms of nourishment they can 
keep on their stomachs for many weeks. 
And "gassing" is becoming more devil
ishly and ingeniously employed with ev
ery new month that slips away into the 
sewer of time. 

Every man and woman raising poul
try today should exert every effort not 
only to raise as large flocks as can 
profitably be cared for but also to so 
cull, breed, feed and manage the flock 
as to increase both the gross production 
and the productive ability per fowl. 

If we agree that increased poultry 
production is a vital part of the great 
and urgent need for increased food pro
duction of every kind if the nation's 
patriotic duty to its sons and brothers 
(Allies) in the front trenches is ful
filled, what lines of action can we best 
pursue and hammer at most strenuous
ly in our efforts to increase, legitimate
ly, the production of poultry products? 

It would seem to me that there are 
three outstanding lines of work for us 
to push in our present war efforts. 

1. A more widespread raising of 
poultry on the farm where the feed, to 
a large extent is grown. Do we not 

advise, in general, the marketing of feed 
crops on the hoof as the most economic 
and permanent type of farm husbandry? 
Poultry will consume feed from the 
fields and around the barns that would 
otherwise be a total loss and will turn 
this feed into eggs and meat. Many 
ranch chickens, like Topsy, just grow 
and receive practically no intelligent 
oversight. As a result they lay very 
few eggs and these all in the spring. 
Why not raise better hens, that will 
lay many more eggs and eat practically 
little more feed? Every rancher knows 
the value of well bred cows or hogs. 
Why, then, overlook such a paying 
source of income as a well managed, 
bred-to-lay flock of hens that will pick 
a large part of their living at no cost 
whatever to the owner and therefore 
make the profits even greater than if 
all feed had to be furnished as is the 
case on the specialized poultry farm. 

How many fowls any given farmer 
should keep will be governed by the 
size of his farm and the per cent of 
the total ration the farm can supply as 
well as the personal attitude of the 
farmer toward chickens. Every farm 
can handle up to fifty fowls, at least, 
because this number is sufficiently small 
so that even with a minimum of care 
they should be able to pick a good liv
ing about the barns and fields and steal 
enough nests and hatch enough young 
each year to keep up the flocks and 
furnish quite a few table fowls. Even 
though fowls raised in such a way lay 
largely in spring alone and are not the 
most profitable to keep yet they cost the 
farmer almost nothing in the way of 
feed and care and they do contribute 
considerable poultry meat, and eggs to 
the family larder which represent prac
tically clear profit. 

There is no question of doubt but 
that poultry, profitably handled, are 
fully as profitable, if not more so, per 
dollar of investment as any kind of live 
stock but the outstanding fact seems to 
be that only a few should be kept, to 
offset lack of care, or else enough 
should be kept to make poultry a suf
ficiently important branch of the farm 
operations to command the commercial 
interest of the farmer and to make it a 
branch of farm work to make it com
parable in importance to the dairy, or 
hogs, or cattle and entitled to be hand
led intelligently. The Hock which is too 
large to thrive with practically no care 
and too small to command the careful 
attention of the owner is generally very 
unprofitable. Hence it would seem that 
the farm flocks should number less than 
50 or more than 300 to be profitable. 

2. A more rigid culling of flocks as 
increased egg production per hen per 
year will offset increased cost of feed 
and will tend to decrease the unit cost 
of produciug eggs. 

Althougn trapnesting and scientific 
breeding are much more reliable and 
far-reaching in results than any method 
or methods of judging the productive 
ability of fowls by means of physical 
characteristics, such as conformation, 
color of shanks, etc., which are either 
readily visible or can be determined by 
handling, the latter means have been 
shown by careful and" rather extended 
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tests to be fairly accurate and therefore 
of material aid both in culling low pro
ducers which do not lay enough to be 
profitable and in indicating the best 
producers since the percentage of errors 
is sufficiently small to make the intelli
gent use of such observational methods 
of judging, of material value in improv
ing the average productiveness of both 
commercial and farm flocks of fowls. 

The greater the number of physical 
characteristics which are known to have 
a relation to productive ability that are 
used, and the more accurately each 
characteristic is valued in relation to 
others, the more dependable such judg
ing will be. By a careful and intelli
gent judging of fowls on the basis of 
phyiscal characteristics it is entirely 
feasible to cull out the unprofitable lay
ers with reasonable accuracy during 
late spring and early summer. Culling 
out unprofitable layers will increase the 
average production of the flock and low
er the feed bill; selecting the better 
producers for breeding purposes will aid 
in building up the laying ability of the 
offspring. 

3. Further investigation into the rel
ative values of different grains and feed-
stuffs with a view to determining more 
accurately than has been done to date 
the fitness of such grains and feedstuffs 
as substitutes wholly or in part for oth
ers which have now or may later be
come too expensive or too useful for 
other purposes to warrant their use for 
poultry feeding. Wheat has already 
fallen into this latter class and unless 
poultry raisers can be intelligently guid
ed in the modification of their rations, 
unsuitable substitutions may be made 
which will result in the loss of hundreds 
of thousands of dollars due to decreased 
production. This loss of income will in 
turn be followed by a wholesale market
ing of fowls and a resulting sharp de
crease in the total number of produc
tive stock and a decline in production. 

J. E. DOUGHERTY, 
California. 

FEED COST OF PRODUCING EGGS 
WITH HIGH-PRICED GRAINS. 

The price of grains has increased so 
much during the past year that poultry 
farmers are asking whether there is any 
chance for them to produce eggs at a 
profit, and what are the most economi
cal rations to use for egg production 
with present feed costs. Eggs and poul
try have also increased in price, but 
with many poultrymen the proportion
ate increase in cost of feed has been 
much greater than the relative increase 
in the price received for their products. 
However, in arriving at the comparative 
profit the relative cost of teed and price 
of poultry products must be considered 
in relation to the actual total increase 
rather than in the percentage increase. 
For example, leghorn pullets averaging 
to produce 144 eggs in one year which 
sold at an average price of 30^ per 
dozen gave a value of eggs over feed 
cost of 2.70, when the feed cost was 90^ 
per hen. Now if feed cost has increas
ed 75%, making a total of $1.57, while 
the value of the eggs has only increased 
50% making a total of $5.40, the value 
of the eggs over the feed cost would be 

$3.83, or $1.13 greater than it was be
fore the price of grains began to go up 
so rapidly. The price of eggs would 
only have to increase 20% while the 
feed cost increased 75% to show the 
same original profit over feed cost. 
This latter increase, however, would 
not be sufficient to show an actual pro
fit as other costs besides feed have in
creased during the past year, especially 
labor and cost of building materials. 

Leghorn pullets on the Government 
Farm at Beltsville, Md., ate an average 
of 4.8 pounds of feed in producing a 
dozen eggs; the feed costing 12.9 cents 
per dozen eggs; varying from 9.2 cents 
in July to 41.4 cents in November. The 
number of pounds and the cost of the 
feed consumed for each 4-week period 
during the year was as follows, begin
ning December first: Pounds of feed; 
5.3, 6.6, 5.4, 4.7, 3.3, 3.0, 3.0, 3.2, 4.9, 
4.8, 8.6, 10.9, and 18.4: Cost of 
feed per dozen eggs; 12.0, 16.4, 13.7, 
13.5, 10.3, 10.0, 10.0, 10.0, 9.2, 9.2, 
16.8, 22.4, and 41.4. Leghorn yearling 
hens ate 5.5 pounds of feed which cost 
14 cents, varying from 7.3 cents in July 
to 2 66.3 cents in November. The num
ber of pounds and the cost of the feed 
consumed beginning December first was 
as follows: Pounds of feed: 20.3, 10.0, 
5.8, 5.1, 3.6, 3.3, 3.3, 3.4, 3.9, 5.3, 7.1, 
30.8, and 118.7; Cost of feed; 45.9, 
24.8, 14.7, 14.7, 11.1, 11.0, 11.0, 10.6, 
7.3, 10.1, 13.9, 64.3 and 266.3. 

The general-purpose breeds ate con
siderably more feed than the leghorns, 
the pullets consuming an average of 6.7 
pounds of feed, and the yearling hens 
9.6 pounds in the production of a dozen 
eggs. This feed cost 16.75 cents for 
the pullets, varying from 11.7 to 28.9 
cents; and 24.5 cents, varying from 13.9 
to 81.3 cents, for the yearlings. The 
number of pounds and the cost of the 
feed consumed by the pullets in produc
ing a dozen eggs beginning November 1 
was as follows: Pounds of feed; 10.9, 
7.4, 10.9, 5.5, 5.8, 4.6, 4.4, 4.7, 4.7, 
6.3, 6.9, 9.2, and 14.1: Cost of feed; 
24.4, 16.8, 27.1, 14.0, 16.6, 14.3, 14.7, 
15.6, 14.7, 11.7, 13.2, 17.9 and 28.9. 
The amount for the yearling hens were 
as follows: Pounds of feed; 34.6, 32.9, 
32.7, 12.6, 8.5, 5.7, 5.3, 6.1, 6.4, 7.5, 
7.6, 10.0 and 21.0. Cost of feed; 77.7, 
74.5, 81.3, 32.0, 24.5, 17.7, 17.7, 20.3, 
20.0, 13.9, 14.5, 19.5 and 43.1. 

The average cost of the mash and of 
the scratch mixture per 100 pounds for 
each month was as follows, beginning 
in July, 1916; Mash; 1.82, 1.85, 1.88, 
2.02, 2.19, 2.24, 2.33, 2.42, 2.70, 2.96, 
2.98 and 2.84; Scratch mixture; 1.90, 
1.98, 2.03, 2.09, 2.30, 2.29, 2.64, 2.66, 
3.05, 3.25, 3.68 and 3.41. The cost of 
the feed used in producing eggs can be 
figured from the amount of feed requir
ed to make a dozen eggs at different 
periods throughout the year, or feed 
prices may be compared to those used 
in this work. 

The rations used in getting these 
costs for the Leghorns was a scratch 
mixture of equal parts by weight of 
cracked corn, wheat and oats and a dry 
mash of 16 lbs. corn meal, 6% lbs. 
beef scrap, 1 lb. bran and 1 lb. midd
lings. Equal parts of scratch mixture 

(Continued Page 21, second column) 
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